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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 164391 
ORIGIN EA-12 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 
NSCE-00 ICAE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-02 INR-10 L-03 
PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 10-14 HA-05 ACDA-12 DPW-01 
SIG-03 MMO-Ol /100R 

DRAFTED BY EA/P:JCANNON:VDC 
APPROVED BY EA/P:J CANNON 
EA:R OAKLEY 
EA/VLC:F Z BROWN 

072275 281905Z/46 

0 281836Z JUN78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO ALL EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC DIPLOMATIC POSTS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HAWAII IMMEDIATE 0667 

UNCLAS STATE 164391 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

FOLLOWING IS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN 
JUNE 28 ON VO A REPORT RE VIETNAM/CAMBODIA CONFLICT: 

QUESTION: THE VOA AND OTHER REPORTS TODAY QUOTE US 
OFFICIALS AS SAYING THAT VIETNAM HAS LAUNCHED A MAJOR 
OFFENSIVE AGAINST CAMBODIA. CAN YOU CONFIRM? 

ANSWER: AS WE HAVE REPEATEDLY SAID. OUR REPORTS FROM THE 
AREA ARE SKETCHY AND LIMITED. WE ARE NOT IN A POSITION, 

NOR DO NOT BELIEVE IT APPROPRIATE, TO ATTEMPT TO CHARACTER- 
I,E THE INTENT OR SCALE OF THE FIGHTING BETWEEN VIETNAM AND 
CAMBODIA. IT APPEARS THAT THERE HAS BEEN A SIGNIFICANT 
UPSURGE IN FIGHTING DURING RECENT WEEKS AT VARIOUS POINTS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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ALONG THE BORDER. HOWEVER. THIS FIGHTING HAS BEEN GOING 
ON FOR MONTHS, WITH UPS AND DOWNS IN INTENSITY. WE ARE 
NOT ABLE TO CONFIRM THE NUMBER OF TROOPS CLAIMED BY THE VOA 
AND OTHER REPORTS AS INVOLVED IN THE FIGHTING. FOR THIS 
REASON, THE VOA REPORT IS INACCURATE AND MISLEADING. 

QUESTION: THE VOA REPORT ALSO QUOTES US OFFICIALS AS 
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SAYING VIETNAM'S OBJECTIVE APPEARS TO BE THE DESTRUCTION 
OF CAMBODIA'S ABILITY TO ATTACK VIETNAM. WOULD YOU AGREE 
WITH THAT ANALYSIS? 

ANSWER: AS WE HAVE SAID. IT IS NOT APPROPRIATE FOR US TO 
SPECULATE ON EITHER VIETNAMESE OR CAMBODIAN OBJECTIVES IN 
THIS CONFLICT, AND WE DO NOT INTEND TO DO SO. 

QUESTION: A FBIS REPORT QUOTES THE VIETNAMESE NEWS AGENCY 
AS CLAIMING THAT UPRISINGS BY THE CAMBODIAN PEOPLE ARE 
OCCURRING AGAINST THEIR GOVERNMENT. HAVE YOU ANY INFORMA- 
TION TO INDICATE THIS IS TRUE? 

ANSWER: WE DO NOT. VANCE 
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